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ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATIVE AND APPROVALS REFORM PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.10 pm]: I would like to update the house on 
the Liberal–National government’s environmental legislative and approvals reform program. Since coming into 
office in 2008, this government has made considerable headway with improvements to approvals processes to 
reduce duplication and red tape, whilst ensuring best practice environmental protection. 

Reflecting on major achievements, in November 2010 amendments to the Environmental Protection Act 
removed unnecessary and duplicative appeals and streamlined assessment processes. Amendments to the 
Environmental Protection Regulations also resulted in reductions to costs for small businesses. The 
WA environmental offsets policy was released in September 2011 followed by the release of the environmental 
offsets register in August 2013 and, more recently, the environmental offsets guidelines. The new guidelines, 
together with the policy and register, meet industry, government and community expectations for transparency 
and accountability in the determination and delivery of environmental offsets. Amendments to clearing 
regulations made in December 2013 better reflect contemporary farming practice and go some way towards 
reducing the administrative burden on farmers, without risk to the environment. Previously cleared areas can 
now be maintained for pasture, cultivation or forestry for 20 years, and farmers can clear up to five hectares 
a year for limited clearing purposes, under exemptions. Penalties for the illegal dumping of rubbish and littering 
were increased in November 2012, with fines of up to $62 500 for individuals or $125 000 for body corporates 
found guilty of dumping rubbish illegally. A litter infringement process now imposes a $200 penalty. Changes to 
noise regulations made on 5 December 2013 provide greater certainty to the public, sporting groups and local 
governments, and better management of noise. Amendments to controlled waste regulations made in July 2014 
improve the transparency, clarity and operation of controlled waste management. 

These reforms are essential to ensure the state is able to support economic growth and provide strong 
environmental protection outcomes without the impediment of unnecessary and costly bureaucratic processes. 
I look forward to updating the house on the progress of our reform agenda into the future. 
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